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The Devonport Arts Festival

Nigel Keay - composer, musician, conductor and orgamser

Devonport musician and composer Nigel Keay will
have the triple role of performer, i and
composer next Thursday night, 15 February when
Ensemble Philharmonia, a group of musicians from
the Auckland Philharmonia Orchestragiveanevening
mnneﬂ in the Friendly Societies Hall at 93 Victoria
ite the Devonport Three Cinemas, the
vmue the Devonport Arts Festival series of eight
evening classical music concerts. Along with Nico
Frmckm,helusnhnphjadamjwruhm organising
the classical music of this year's festival.
Nigel was last year's Composer in Residence for the
Auckland Hﬁlhmnmm He graduated from the Victoria
University School of Music in 1983 and has worked as a
free-lance musician, teacher and composer ever since.
For him 1995 was an extremely busy time. The residency
pusmnn he regardsasa major highlight in his career and
a "tremendous opportunity.” At the same time it in-
volved a "huge amount of work."
Nigel composes constantly and although demanding
"large chunks of time" and probably being the most
important thing he does. it is usually the least well paid.
The residency was a chance to concentrate on composi-
tion but he had to keep everything else he was doing
ticking along as well. ?r.:mlhh-:'t just shut myself away
because | knew I would have to come back into the real

world afterwards and pick it all up
again, " he said.

Even if he could he wouldn't give his
teaching , perfforming and musician
session work away.

It is his "contact with the world." He
is an associate viola player for the
Phitharmonia and he regards this as
valuable experience.

" 1 get an inside view of how the
orchestra functions and this helps my
composition immensely."

He works in a basement room in his
home in Lake Rd. From upstairs,
during the school holidays, you can
hear the footsteps of his lwn children
playing. The room has the basic re-
quirements for composition. It is "al-
maost” sound ed, There'san elec-
tric key which he uses for test-
ing pitch, melody and rhythm.

He isn't concerned with making this
sound like an orchestra because he
can imagine the balancesand timbres.
A MIDI system links the keyboard to
a computer with two monitors - one
for the controls and one to display the
musical score.

He is putting the final touchestoafive

movement symphony which will be
performed in the Aotea Cenire on
August | as part of this vear's Auck-
land Philharmonia Main 1996 series.
In 1992 he wrote a 53 minute long
opera , which he regards as his major
work todate. The new symphony will
be his most ambitious work vet for
large orchestra. Another piece. his
Fanfare, was performed in the centre
by the Philharmonia last year.

Nigel haslived in Devonport forthree
years and. using his coniacts in the
APQO, has played a major part in the
orgapising of this year's classical
music component in the Devonport
Arts Festival,

He sees it as an opportunity to get an

—_—

airing for contemporary New Zea-
land music. Most of the evening per-
formances will play at least one con-
temporary New Ziﬂland piece, al-
though he is anxious to point out there
will “be plenty of "Mozarl,
Mendelsohn, Bach, Shotakovich etc
for the traditionally minded. "Wehave
aimed at getting in a good mix."
The classical music part of the festi-
val is much more comprehensive than
ever before. There are eight evening
and eight lunch ime concerts. Nico's
securing of the Friendly Societies Hall
as a dedicated venue has been a big
bonus as it means the room can be
arranged with seating and a piano
installed for the whole week.






